City Council Passes Emergency Ordinance March 15, 2023

The Grand Junction City Council passed an emergency ordinance on March 15, 2023, amending
the existing city code concerning the randomized selection process for regulated cannabis
business licenses. The randomized selection will occur on March 30, 2023, at 11 a.m. in City Hall
at 250 N. 5 Street.

The ordinance clarifies the selection process for possible licenses in the Horizon Drive Business
Improvement District and further clarifies that the three Horizon Drive applicants are eligible to
be included in the upcoming randomized selection process.

The ordinance also creates a process for High Colorado to be allowed to participate in the
selection process while awaiting a decision of an appeal in District Court.

The ordinance states that the random selection among qualified applications will be conducted
publicly and held by the Cannabis Licensing Authority at City Hall. The applications will be
randomly assigned a number and then a numbered ball corresponding to each application will
be randomly selected by the Associate Municipal Judge.

Each selected applicant, except for a contingent application which is necessitated because of
the lawsuit, will be offered the opportunity to operate one of the 10 regulated cannabis
business licenses.

Applicants do not need to be present at the selection but will be required to have submitted
$5,000 to secure the license should their number be drawn.

At the time of issuance of a license, the applicant is required to have paid all fees and must
begin operations within 12 months of selection. If a regulated cannabis business does not begin
operations within 12 months of selection through the randomized selection process, the license
shall be forfeited and the business may not start operation, unless the hearing officer has
granted an extension. Questions can be directed to 970-244-1509 or cityclerk@gjcity.org

February 13, 2023

A discussion on Regulations for Cannabis Product Manufacturers was held during the City
Council Workshop on February 13, 2022. Click here to see the full agenda.

Cannabis Retail License Process

The process to determine licenses for Cannabis Retail stores and co-located Medical and Retail
Cannabis stores in the City of Grand Junction continues. The application review process is very
thorough and designed to enable all applicants to be provided with the same opportunity to
participate in the final randomized selection. To review the list of applicants that advanced
to the randomized selection, please click here.


https://www.gjcity.org/DocumentCenter/View/8717
https://www.gjcity.org/DocumentCenter/View/8567

As of the application deadline of June 8, 2022, the city clerk’s office had received 47 applications.
At that point, an initial review of applications for completeness was conducted by city staff.
From that initial review, 26 applicants were advanced to the next phase and 21 were sent denial
letters. An appeal process was made available to those denied applicants with a deadline of 10
days from receipt of the denial letter. As of July 7, the city received 13 requests for appeal which
were forwarded to the hearing officer for scheduling.

For applications deemed complete, the next step was an evaluation by specific departments
including background checks conducted by police, code compliance of the plan reviewed by the
fire department, and a check to ensure a business license application, zoning verification, an
operating plan, insurance, and any other documentation was received as required by state law.
This process took the anticipated 90 days and once complete, successful applicants were
scheduled for a hearing.

The review and hearing process for the completed applications was scheduled as follows:

e 7 hearings scheduled for September
e 21 hearings scheduled for October

e 8 hearings scheduled for November
e 1 hearing scheduled for December

e 1 hearing scheduled for January

The City has worked through one appeal to the District Court. Others that are denied could
appeal to the District Court which would then delay the final stage of the licensing process by
45 to 60 days.

Once the appeal and hearing process is complete, applicants will notified 14 days prior about
the randomized selection process that will be conducted to select the 10 applicants that will
receive a license. Applicants receiving a license will have up to one year to open their store.

Applicant Information

The City of Grand Junction’s Cannabis Business License application process is complete, and by
the deadline of 5 p.m. on June 8, 2022, 47 applications had been received. Of those submitted,
26 are complete and a list can be found on the City's website. However, after applications were
reviewed by the City Clerk’s Office, 21 were found to be incomplete and those applicants are
being notified by mail with an opportunity to appeal.

Those receiving denial letters were able to submit an appeal within 10 days of the date of the
notice of denial. All appeals will be heard by Stephanie Rubinstein, the City of Grand Junction
Cannabis Hearing Officer.



The 26 applications determined to be complete by a committee of representatives from city
departments led by the City Clerk’s office were advanced to the next phase of the process for
compliance review.

Completed applications included the following criteria: business license application, zoning
verification, a secured property with use authorization, an operating plan (addressing
ventilation, hazardous materials, fire protection, product delivery/packaging/storage, signage,
parking, lighting, legal service, and security), financial interests, consent for background checks,
insurance, and payment of application fees.

Successful applicants will each have a public hearing conducted by Stephanie Rubinstein, the
City Council-appointed cannabis hearing officer. After the public hearings, the approved
applications will be put into a lottery for the selection of the 10 licenses available from the City.

Questions about cannabis licensing with the city of Grand Junction should be directed to the
City Clerk's Office at cityclerk@gjcity.org or 970-244-15009.

License Application Hearings
September 7, 2022, at 10 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th
Street

New License Application Hearings:

e CamCap, LLC dba Grand Junction Greenery - 762 Horizon Drive

e Zuma B, LLC dba Elevate - 1022 N 3rd Street

e Kush Gardens Cannabis CO, LLC dba Kush Gardens Cannabis CO - 2599 Highway 6 & 50
Denial of Application Appeal:

High Colorado, LLC - 337 North Avenue

September 14, 2022 - 10 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th
Street

New License Application Hearings:

e Colorado Greens, LLC dba The Green Horizon - 739 Horizon Drive, Unit B
e RFSCGJ, LLC dba Roots Recreational - 2800 North Avenue
e Anamis Herbal Wellness Center, Inc. dba Prohibition Herb - 584 25 Road

October 7, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th
Street


mailto:cityclerk@gjcity.org

New License Application Hearings:

Buds G, Ltd. dba Buds GJ, Ltd. - 150 W. Main Street, Unit F
Centroid Holdings, Inc. dba Terrapin Care Station - 2883 North Avenue

THC3, Inc. dba The Happy Camper Cannabis Company - 1115 Ute Avenue

LivWell XV, LLC dba LivWell - 261 North Avenue
NuVue Pharma, LLC dba NuVue Pharma, LLC - 383 29 Road
CLDC2, LLC dba Pure Fire Cannabis - 640 W. Gunnison Avenue

Denial of Application Appeal:

Basis, LLC dba Azul - 421 Brach Drive

October 10, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th

Street

New License Application Hearings:

JWJ, Inc. dba The Green House Grand Junction - 2540 Highway 6 & 50 - Continued
HQ GJT, LLC dba High Q Grand Junction - 2381 Patterson Road, Suites 121 & 131
Canna Care, LLC - 2730 Highway 50

TractX, LLC dba Local Joint - 2260 North Avenue

Lucky Me Dispensary, LLC dba Lucky Me Dispensary - 2648 Patterson Road

RJJ Grand Junction, LLC dba Native Roots Grand Junction - 683 Horizon Drive #110

October 12, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th

Street

New License Application Hearings:

GJ2, LLC dba The Green Joint - 753 Horizon Court
Cannabis Junction, LLC dba Cannabis Junction - 1215 N 1st Street
Kai Dispensary, LLC dba Kai Dispensary - 914 South Avenue

o Western Colorado Marijuana, LLC dba The Garage -545 Colorado Avenue

o 2257 Colex, LLC dba Colorado Cannabis - 227 Lynwood Street - Continued

o Colorado Alternative Health Care, Ltd. dba Colorado Weedery - 879 Struthers
Avenue Unit A

o Naturals, LLC dba Naturals - 910 N 1st Street

October 24, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th

Street

New License Application Hearings:


https://grandjunctionco.v8.civicclerk.com/Meetings/Agenda/ItemFields?id=20327

e Sistem Grand Junction, LLC dba Silver Stem Fine Cannabis - 2454 Highway 6 & 50 Unit
101

e Golden Rookie, LLC - 605 Grand Avenue
e 81505, LLC dba Lucky Monkey Buds IlI - 245 South Avenue
November 9, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the City Hall Auditorium, 250 N 5th Street

New License Application Hearings:

e JWJ, Inc. dba The Green House Grand Junction - 2540 Highway 6 & 50

e Elk Mountain Trading Post, LLC dba Elk Mountain Trading Post - 1600 S Highway 50
e Nebrina Grand Junction, LLC dba The Fireplace - 2835 1/2 North Avenue

e Centaurus Farms, LLC - 879 Struthers Avenue Unit D

New License Application Review and Reconsideration:

e Kush Gardens Cannabis CO, LLC - 2599 Highway 6 & 50
November 17, 2022 - 8 a.m. at the City Hall Auditorium, 250 N 5th Street

New License Application Hearings:

e Verts-Chill, LLC - 533 Bogart Lane, Unit D

e Kind Junction Mesa, LLC dba Kind Castle Organic Cannabis Superstore - 2651 Highway
50

o Blackjack GJ, LLC dba Blackjack Cannabis - 2497 Power Road, Unit 10 - Continued
e 2257 Colex, LLC dba Colorado Cannabis - 227 Lynwood Street

December 5, 2022 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th
Street

New License Application Hearings:

e Blackjack GJ, LLC dba Blackjack Cannabis - 2497 Power Road, Unit 10
January 4, 2023 - 9 a.m. at the Municipal Court Hearing Room in City Hall, 250 N 5th Street

New License Application Hearings:

e Basis, LLC dba Azul - 421 Brach Drive

History

At the April 6, 2022, regular meeting, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 5064 (PDF) related to
including certain cannabis use licenses and regulations in the Grand Junction Municipal Code
(GJIMCQ), and Ordinance No. 5065 (PDF), which articulates the uses of the special sales and use



http://trimview.gjcity.org/?=ord/9868
http://trimview.gjcity.org/?=ord/9866

tax and excise tax of 6 percent from the City's regular sales tax collection of 3.25 percent. The
total number of stores allowed in city limits will be capped at a maximum of ten (10).

On May 4, 2022, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 5070 (PDF) related to cannabis business
licensing land use regulations including use standards, buffering, and signage requirements.

To operate legally, cannabis businesses must follow both City and State rules and regulations.
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