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GRAND JUNCTION AND SCHOOL DISTRICT 51  
SEEK INPUT ON PLAY YARD AT CHIPETA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. July 6, 2023 – The City of Grand Junction, in partnership with Mesa County 

School District 51, is seeking community input through an online survey to update the Chipeta Elementary 

school play yard. 

The City of Grand Junction and Mesa County School District 51 have an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 

regarding Chipeta Elementary School. Under the agreement, the city maintains the play yard, which is 

intended to double as a public park during non-school hours. The city and District 51 received a $25,000 grant 

from the Colorado Health Foundation (CHF) to fund the planning and design of a reinvented play yard. A 

primary focus is to address the sometimes muddy and often hard-packed play yard and overall provide better 

service to the community. Since the property serves as both a play yard for school children and a park for the 

general public, community input is being sought to provide a vision for what the space could look like.  

“We believe this grant will help find creative solutions for replacing the grass that dies every year due to heavy 

school use in the relatively small grass area,” stated Ken Sherbenou, Parks and Recreation director. “This is a 

location that while already experiencing a great deal of activity, could provide an even more beautiful and 

usable location for the children in our community.”  

During the school year, the play yard at Chipeta Elementary School is used heavily by children who attend. In 

the evenings, on weekends, and during the summer, the Chipeta Elementary play yard doubles as a public 

park for the community, city recreation programs, summer camp, and for use by the Eureka Science Museum.  

The planning process is anticipated to occur over the course of this year with another grant application to the 

CHF expected to request full funding of the proposed renovation.   

### 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/6fRjgNU/chipeta?source_id=b36572ec-34d0-4cc1-ae7b-aadbaf756b64&source_type=em&c=qQO9GbMhdzKef17HzbJaJ3PedqRbh-9paXNt5Ej5pX2_-Yyz_TbrLw==

