
Commercial / Retail 
 

Buildings close to the street helps to better define and activate the street edge.   
 
With What Design Elements? 
1. Sidewalks with spaces for outdoor seating. Adding 

pedestrian scale street lights, trees, benches and other 
amenities creating active open space. 

 
2. Building signage located directly on the face of the 

buildings, which can be readily identified from 
passersby on North Avenue.  

 
3. Front door access to retail/commercial uses on North 

Avenue with additional access from the interior side, 
providing easy access from nearby parking.  
 

4. Civic spaces such as plazas, corridors, or 
pocket parks create a permeable frontage along 
North Avenue that provides easy pedestrian 
flow between the street and commercial or retail 
uses; and can extend further north or south into 
residential neighborhoods. 
 

5. Parking lots built in the rear of buildings must 
buffer themselves from adjacent and across the 
street residential areas through the use of berms 
and landscaping. 
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