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1 HISTORY

TheNorth SeventhStreet Historic Residential Distriehcompasses the area as shown
on the map belowg generally ¥ Street betweerHilland White Avenues and the north
south alleyways on the east and west sides'dBTreet The North Seventh Street
> : Historic Residential District was listed in the
~ National Regiglr of Historic Places in 1984.
| The district is the most intact historic
residential area in the community and
AyOf dzRSa y2GSR | NOKAGSOU 9d
Lowell SchoolThe District include34
& structures, primarily homes, that were
. constructedinthe2 YYdzy A i@ Qa SI NIe& @&F°¢
some of the most prominent and prosperous
citizens of tke time.

¢tKS &a0NBSO AGaSt¥F o1 a aKz2gy
original town plat as a 16fbot wide avenue
designed to serve, as it does today, as a major
north-south thoroughfare totie downtown
commercial area just three blocks to the

south. The wide boulevard became home to
many merchants and professional people in

the area as they built homes along the

corridor betweenthe 1890s and 1930sThe
architecture reflects influences and
interpretations of several popular turaf-the-
century stylesncluding Queen Anne, Colonial
Revival and Mission as well as a progression of
" development from modest cottages to

? elaborate bungalowsThis resulted in a

varied, eclecticand uniquecharacteralong

the corridorthat is enhanced by the wide
tree-lined boulevard, with its planted median

2 PROJECT BACKGROUND

TK S/ Stratégicowntown Master Plaidentified goals, actions and tools for
implementing the plan for the entire original squarele, including the North Seventh
Street Residential Historic District. Development of a zoning overlay for the area was
identified as one of the tools that could best address many of the desired goals and
actions. Becausehe North Seventh Street Distii is such ainique area in the
community and in downtown, it was suggested that a separate overlay zone be
developed for the area.
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It is recognized that the shady, trdi@ed stretch of North ¥ Street with its eclectic
architecture deserves to be pserved yet, at the same time, this unique district is
constantly changing. hE North Seventh Street Historic Residential DistZiching
Overlay is intended to prov&guidance and criteria for maintaining the distrast well
as accommodang reasonablechangeas both public and private improvements are
made to the properties within the neighborhood.

If properly administered and adhered to, the

guidelines andtandardsof the overlay zone

should result in public and private development

improvements (or @ombination thereof) that

achieve, as a minimum, a common level of quality

in terms of site design, architectural design,

landscaping and other site improvements.

The general purposes of tlgaiidelines and
standards are:
Topreserve the historical andf
architectural value of buildings.
Tocreate an aesthetic appearance of the
properties and the streetscape within the
district that complements the historic
buildings.
To stabilize and improve property values.

Theseguidelines and standards were deveémpupon an analysis of the existing
character of the District as summarizigdthe information developed for each property
as included in Appendix B. In addition, property owners within the District agked

to complete a questionnairéor their input an the important characteristics of the
District and the concepts for the preservation and protection of those characteristics.
Thequestionnaireprocess is summarized in Appendix C.

Theguidelines andtandardsof this zoning overlagupplement other deglopment
regulations such as the Cipning and Development Cqdehich includes detailed
criteria by zone district, planned development regulations, design and improvement
standards, supplemental use regulations and sign regulations and the City
Transpotation and Engineering Design Standards (TEDS). In the instargadbénes
and standardsof this overlayare silent on a development concern, the existing
regulations shall apply.

Theguidelines andtandards identify design alternatives and speda#sign criteria for
the visual character and physical treatment of private development and public
improvements within theNorth Seventh Street DistriclThey are adopted through an
overlay zoning district, which will establish the means by which thedstals are
administered and enforced.
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