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1   HISTORY 
The North Seventh Street Historic Residential District encompasses the area as shown 
on the map below ς generally 7th Street between Hill and White Avenues and the north-
south alleyways on the east and west sides of 7th Street.  The North Seventh Street 

Historic Residential District was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1984.  
The district is the most intact historic 
residential area in the community and 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ DǊƻǾŜǎΩ мфнр 
Lowell School.  The District includes 34 
structures, primarily homes, that were 
constructed in the cƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōȅ 
some of the most prominent and prosperous 
citizens of the time.  
 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
original town plat as a 100-foot wide avenue 
designed to serve, as it does today, as a major 
north-south thoroughfare to the downtown 
commercial area just three blocks to the 
south.  The wide boulevard became home to 
many merchants and professional people in 
the area as they built homes along the 
corridor between the 1890s and 1930s.  The 
architecture reflects influences and 
interpretations of several popular turn-of-the-
century styles including Queen Anne, Colonial 
Revival and Mission as well as a progression of 
development from modest cottages to 
elaborate bungalows.  This resulted in a 
varied, eclectic and unique character along 
the corridor that is enhanced by the wide 
tree-lined boulevard, with its planted median.   

 

2   PROJECT BACKGROUND 
TƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Strategic Downtown Master Plan identified goals, actions and tools for 
implementing the plan for the entire original square mile, including the North Seventh 
Street Residential Historic District.  Development of a zoning overlay for the area was 
identified as one of the tools that could best address many of the desired goals and 
actions.  Because the North Seventh Street District is such a unique area in the 
community and in downtown, it was suggested that a separate overlay zone be 
developed for the area.   
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It is recognized that the shady, tree-lined stretch of North 7th Street with its eclectic 
architecture deserves to be preserved yet, at the same time, this unique district is 
constantly changing.  The North Seventh Street Historic Residential District Zoning 
Overlay is intended to provide guidance and criteria for maintaining the district as well 
as accommodating reasonable change as both public and private improvements are 
made to the properties within the neighborhood.  
If properly administered and adhered to, the 
guidelines and standards of the overlay zone 
should result in public and private development 
improvements (or a combination thereof) that 
achieve, as a minimum, a common level of quality 
in terms of site design, architectural design, 
landscaping and other site improvements.   
 
The general purposes of the guidelines and 
standards are: 

 To preserve the historical and/or 
architectural value of buildings. 

 To create an aesthetic appearance of the 
properties and the streetscape within the 
district that complements the historic 
buildings. 

 To stabilize and improve property values. 
 

These guidelines and standards were developed upon an analysis of the existing 
character of the District as summarized in the information developed for each property 
as included in Appendix B.  In addition, property owners within the District were asked 
to complete a questionnaire for their input on the important characteristics of the 
District and the concepts for the preservation and protection of those characteristics.  
The questionnaire process is summarized in Appendix C. 
 
The guidelines and standards of this zoning overlay supplement other development 
regulations such as the City Zoning and Development Code, which includes detailed 
criteria by zone district, planned development regulations, design and improvement 
standards, supplemental use regulations and sign regulations and the City 
Transportation and Engineering Design Standards (TEDS).  In the instance the guidelines 
and standards of this overlay are silent on a development concern, the existing 
regulations shall apply. 
 

The guidelines and standards identify design alternatives and specific design criteria for 
the visual character and physical treatment of private development and public 
improvements within the North Seventh Street District.  They are adopted through an 
overlay zoning district, which will establish the means by which the standards are 
administered and enforced. 


