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Who pays the sales tax?
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We are a regional center for shopping, entertainment, 
medical, educational, and recreational services.  Because 
of this the majority of our sales tax is paid by people who 
are visiting our community and the businesses who shop 

in our City.

This Sales & Use Tax report is intended to provide insight into 
economic activity in our community based upon consumer spending, 
as well as a look at how our sales and use tax revenues are faring on a 

comparative basis to budget and prior year.

Sales and Use Tax Report
June 2008
Financial Operations Division

Highlights:

In 2008 just over a 10% increase was budgeted for all sales and use tax 
revenues.  Based on the first six months of the year the actual revenue is 
coming in at 11.2%.  Use tax has been very strong this year and is largely 
attributable to the energy industry.  

Grand Junction's total retail sales growth to-date at 7.6% is twice that of the 
national figures.  Grand Junction continues to show stronger consumer 
spending in grocery and restaurants.  Retail sales in building materials and 
automotive continue to show an opposite trend of the national economy, 
which might indicate business spending vs. individual spending in these 
categories.

May's retail sales were strong showing an increase over this time last year of 
14.8% ... perhaps a result of stimulus check spending.  
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>  The City's Total Sales and Use Tax revenue growth has averaged 8.7% over the 

last 10 years, while the Sales Tax growth alone averaged 8.8%.  From year to year the 
growth rates have fluctuated, but overall we have experienced sustained growth over 
the last decade.  The growth rates prior to 2006 averaged 7.4% for Total Sales and Use 
Tax & 7.5% for Sales Tax only.


