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The City of Grand Junction has received notification that a
$3 million grant application from FEMA has been approved to
help fund stormwater improvements along Independent
Ranchmen’s Ditch.

The City applied for the grant in February of 2005 for the
project, which will build airport detention ponds, construct three
78” diameter pipes from 24 1/2 Road through the Mesa Mall
parking lot, and improve and pipe Ranchmen’s Ditch from First
Street to 24 1/2 Road. The work is necessary to remove 380
properties from the 100-year floodplain.  

The project, originally scheduled to begin last November,
was put on hold awaiting the results of the grant application. 

“We’re pleased to be moving ahead with the improvements
this fall,” said Trent Prall, Engineering Manager.  “This project is
designed to handle flood waters from a 100-year storm event
which would seriously impact many homes and businesses
south of Patterson Road between First Street and 24 Road.”

In March of 2005, the City received help from Carlos Monje,
Jr. in Senator Ken Salazar’s Washington, D.C. office in setting up
a meeting between representatives from FEMA, City Manager
Kelly Arnold and Mayor Bruce Hill.  Brian Ross from
Congressman John Salazar’s office also offered assistance with
the scheduling of the meeting. The support of our congressional
delegation was instrumental in the City receiving this $3 million
grant.

In January of 2005, the City notified property owners in this
area that revised mapping, based on more accurate information
and current hydrologic studies, shows that 383 properties are in
an area that would flood in a 100-year storm event.  The
improvements along Ranchmen’s Ditch will remove all but three 

of those properties from the floodplain. 
The current schedule calls for construction of two detention

basins on the east side of the airport starting in November, 2006
through April, 2007.  Also starting in November, 2006, construc-
tion will begin on three 78” diameter pipes through the mall
parking lot just north of the “ring road”. This part of the project
will be completed in July of 2007.  Starting in November of 2007,
improvements will be made to Ranchmen’s Ditch on the south
side of Patterson Road from First Street to 24 ? Road.  The exist-
ing open ditch will be replaced by two 90” pipes, existing utili-
ties will be moved to the south, the pipe will be covered and a
soft-surface pedestrian trail will be added on top. This work will
continue until July of 2008.

Every effort will be made to accommodate business concerns
and traffic flow during construction, including night work. 

PROJECT TIMELINE

CITY RECEIVES $3 MILLION FEMA GRANT
FOR RANCHMEN’S DITCH STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS

February, 2005 City applies for FEMA Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation (PDM) Grant of up to $3 million

July, 2006 City receives $3 million grant

November 2006 to Construction of Airport detention
April, 2007 ponds

November, 2006 to Construct (3) 78” diameter pipes from 24 1/2 
July, 2007 Road through Mesa Mall parking lot

November, 2007 to Improve Ranchmen’s Ditch from First Street to
July, 2008 24 1/2 Road

It’s time for the City of Grand Junction Employee Association 
15th Annual Clothing Give Away  

The Lincoln Park Barn                                
Friday, August 11 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM and

Saturday, August 12 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon  

The Clothing Give Away is organized each year by City
employees as a way to contribute back to the Grand Junction
community.

Each year the Clothing Give Away serves hun-
dreds of individuals and families from our
community who are in need of clothing.

The success of the Clothing Give Away is a
direct result of the generosity of this community! 

Thank you to the following organizations and individuals that
have graciously made in-kind donations to this year’s effort:

• Gary Crone of Comet Cleaners -  dry cleaning services 
• Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) - sorting

services 
• John Green of Onsite Storage - a

storage unit to hold clothing dona-
tions

• Doug and Jamee Simons from
Enstrom's Candies - space to house
the storage unit  

• Mesa Moving and Storage – boxes for storage

If you have questions, please contact Tammy Bensley at 244-
1514. Donations of clean “gently used”clothing will be accept-
ed in the containers in the parking lot west of the Lincoln Park
Barn through August 9.

CLOTHING GIVE AWAY
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Grand Junction Parks and Recreation is excited to announce the opening of Bookcliff
Activity Center. This full-size gym is attached to the new Bookcliff Middle School and
will accommodate new recreational programming. This facility is open to all communi-
ty members and will encompass a variety of programs that will meet your recreational
need at any age. 

The facility will be open September 11th and will offer:

Registration for these programs will begin August 23rd with the release of the Fall 2006
Activity Guide. If you have any questions please contact Stacy Pike @ 254-3876.
Bookcliff Activity Center is located at 29 1/4 Rd. and Orchard Avenue.

COMING SOON…THE BOOKCLIFF ACTIVITY CENTER GRAND OPENING
SEPTEMBER 2006 (date to be announced soon)

CODE ENFORCEMENT CORNER
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FREE GRAFFITI
REMOVAL!
This is a reminder that the graffiti
removal program is still available to any
residential or commercial property locat-
ed in city limits.  Quick removal of graffiti
is one of the best ways to discourage
repeat vandalism.  

How to participate:
� Call Police Dispatch at 242-6707 to

report graffiti. (Call 9-1-1 if the van-
dalism is in progress).

� Ask the officer taking the incident
report for a waiver to sign which
will authorize removal of the graffiti.

� The cost for removal will be paid by
the City.

This program does not include any
restoration to the building.  For more
information on the graffiti abatement and
removal program, please call Code
Enforcement at 244-1593, CityDIAL at
244-1500 ext. 569 or visit www.gjcity.org.

STORING Y OUR RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES
As vacation weather has arrived, Code
Enforcement has
received numerous com-
plaints about boats, trail-
ers and motor homes
that are stored in the
street or in front yards in
all areas of the city. Remember that pub-
lic streets cannot be used for storing per-
sonal property. The Zoning and
Development Code allows you to park
your recreational vehicle in your front
yard or the street for up to 72 hours to
maintain it. These vehicles should be
stored behind the front of the home in a
side yard (not on a corner lot) or in the
back yard.  Call 244-1593 if you have
questions.

FENCES
If you plan to build a new
fence or wall, remember…a
fence permit is required.

No permit is required if you are simply
replacing a few pickets. Permits are avail-
able at City Hall in the Community
Development Department. The cost is
$10.00. See a sample fence permit at
www.gjcity.org under Community
Development.

ÒWEEDÓ LIKE YOU TO PULL ÔEM!
The pro-active weed abatement program
is in full swing! Remember to do your
part by removing weeds from your land-
scaping, between the sidewalk and the
curb and in the alley behind your home
or business. To report a weed violation,
call 244-1583. Learn more about the weed
program at www.gjcity.org or call
CityDIAL; 244-1500 ext 456.   

WHAT IS BAC???

Special Events Fall 2006 @ BAC:

� Festival of Ghost Stories October 13
� Witches Brew and Pumpkins Too October 21
� Screamin’ Teen Halloween Jam October 28
� Day at Hogwarts November 11
� 12 Days of Christmas December  

� Yoga
� Pilates
� Yogalates
� Body Sculpting
� Family Fitness Night
� Stroller Fit
� Hip Hop Dance Class
� Drop In Basketball and Volleyball
� Pickleball

� Toddler Time
� Music and Movement for Preschoolers
� K.L.A.S.—Kids Learning After School
� Dodgeball
� Youth Basketball
� Cheerleading
� Biddy Sports
� Teen Night
� Teen Disc Jockey Classes

YOUTH 
BASKETBALL

Hit the hardwood this fall and
winter with youth basketball! The pro-
gram emphasizes fundamentals, team-
work, sportsmanship, and equal play.
Boys and girls in grades 2 – 6 get an
opportunity to learn, play, and improve
their skills in the game of basketball. The
girl’s season takes place in the fall, and
the boy’s season takes place in the winter.
A team T-shirt is included in the registra-
tion fee for all grades. Teams are formed
based on school attendance area. Practices
are held at various school locations and
are scheduled weekday evenings. Games
are played throughout the day on
Saturday. 
For more information, please call 254-
FUNN (3866).

GIRLS
• Registration deadline 

September 13
• Practices begin week of 

October 9 
• Games begin October 21
• Coaches will contact players by October 4

BOYS
• Registration deadline 

November 29
• Practices begin week of 

January 8
• Games begin January 20
• Coaches will contact players by January 3
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River Road closes to through
traffic starting July 24

Construction on Phase II of the Riverside
Parkway has already begun, with utility relo-
cation work underway and the closure of
River Road. River Road will be closed to
through traffic from July 24, 2006 through
November of 2007
for construction of
the 25 Road bridge
and Riverside
Parkway inter-
change. The alter-
nate route for
through traffic is I-
70B.

Phase II of the
project includes the
bridge over the
Union Pacific
Railroad tracks at
25 Road, the road-
way from 24 Road
to 4th Street and 4th
Avenue, bridge
work on the
Broadway Bridge
and River Road
intersection, and a
pedestrian bridge
linking the
Riverside neighbor-
hood with down-
town. 

According to
Project Manager Jim Shanks, “We will main-
tain access to businesses on either side of the
closure, but the access will be from north or
south of the closure. No traffic will be
allowed through the work zone.” 

River Road will be closed just northwest
of the Glacier Ice Arena. The road will
remain open from the Broadway Bridge to
the new Glacier Ice Arena entrance.
Businesses that will be accessible via
Broadway include the Glacier Ice Arena, City
Shops, EC Electric, the Colorado National
Guard Operations Center, Multi-Chem,
Smiling Dan’s Auto, Colorado Beverage, RE
Landscaping, Aire Comp, G&G Enterprises,
All Storage, Colorado Custom Finishing, and
the Riverside Parkway Project Office. 

The west end of the closure will start at
the Colorado Riverfront Trail parking lot,
which will remain open. This is located 950
feet east of 24 3/4 Road. Also closed will be
25 Road from I-70B (US 6 & 50) south to
Independent Avenue. Independent Avenue
will remain open to traffic. The 24 3/4 Road
rail crossing will remain open. Access to
businesses on the west side of the closure
will be via 24 3/4 Road, 24 Road and
Redlands Parkway. Traffic that would usual-
ly use River Road to travel east toward
downtown will now need to use I-70B as an
alternate route.

Phase II of the Parkway starts at 24
Road, where improved ramps with shoul-

ders will be built for both east and west-
bound traffic connecting to the Parkway
from 24 Road and the Redlands Parkway
bridge. The roadway from 24 Road to 25
Road will be three lanes, with left turn lane
pockets to the south, bike lanes in each direc-
tion and sidewalks on the south side. The
north side of the road borders Union Pacific

Railroad (UPRR) tracks.  
A new bridge over the UPRR tracks at 25

Road will provide a safer, grade separated
crossing.  The 24 3/4 Road at-grade rail
crossing will remain open during construc-
tion, but will close once the new 25 Road
grade-separated crossing is completed. The
connection at 25 Road provides a link
between the Riverside Parkway, 25 Road and
I-70B.  A pedestrian bridge allows bike and
pedestrian access over the bridge to the
Riverfront Trail system.

From 25 Road to the east, the Riverside
Parkway becomes a five-lane road, with two
lanes in either direction and left-turn pockets
to the south. It will have a detached
bike/pedestrian path on the south side that
also connects to the Riverfront Trail system.
The road continues to follow the River Road
alignment south of the UPRR tracks with a
traffic signal at West Avenue near City Shops
to allow traffic to enter or exit the Parkway
from Broadway.

The road alignment then continues to
follow the railroad tracks to the east and
underneath the Broadway Bridge, which will
be lengthened to make room for the road-
way. The roadway will then skirt the north
side of the Riverside neighborhood. An over-
head, lighted and handicapped accessible
pedestrian bridge will link West Main Street
over the Parkway and UPRR tracks from the
Riverside neighborhood to Crosby Avenue,

replacing the old pedestrian underpass. 
No homes or businesses will be relocat-

ed in the Riverside neighborhood. The
Parkway will be built north of Lawrence
Avenue, with entry features to identify the
neighborhood and landscape features such as
trees, walls, and berms. Hale Avenue will
connect the Riverside neighborhood to the
Parkway. One of the benefits of building the
Parkway will be the elimination of cut-
through traffic through the Riverside neigh-
borhood.  The dangerous 4th Street railroad
crossing will be eliminated and replaced by
the bridge over the railroad near 5th Street in
Phase III.

Phase III of the project includes the
bridges over the railroad and Highway 50
and the interchange with Fifth Street. The
total completion of the project is anticipated
in the fall of 2008. 

Maps of the route are available on the
City’s website at www.gjcity.org through a
link on the home page to “Riverside
Parkway.”

PLEASE HELP US OUT, 
D ROAD IS STILL 

CLOSED TO THROUGH TRAFFIC

With the recent opening of the
Colorado River Bridge at 29 Road, the
City’s Public Works Department
reminds drivers that D Road west of 29
Road is still closed to through traffic for
construction of Phase I of the Riverside
Parkway.

SEMA Construction is ahead of
schedule on the project and is anticipat-
ing that work will be completed in
November. Until that time, please use I-
70B as the alternate route around the
construction. Our goal is to complete
this project without injuries to motorists
or workers. Motorists need to obey
speed limit signs, pay attention to flag-
gers, and if you have to drive in the
area please use caution.

The speed limit on 29 Road
between the Colorado River Bridge and
D Road is temporarily set at 25 MPH
while final work is completed on 29
Road.  Manholes on the road will be
raised, fences are being set at properties
along 29 Road, and some landscaping
and sod will be finished in September.
When all work is completed the speed
limit will be raised to 40 MPH.  

Phase II of Riverside Parkway Construction Begins 
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Demolition of the old Valley Office
Supply building and the Bank of the West
on Rood Avenue between 4th and 5th has
begun to make way for a new downtown
parking structure. The site has several
buried foundations from previous devel-
opment and even contains a few buried
rails from the old downtown trolley sys-
tem. Demolition is scheduled to be com-
plete by September. The demolition con-
tractor will also excavate and remove a
pocket of petroleum contamination in the
soil on the Bank of the West property.

Costs for the parking structure are being
shared by the Downtown Development
Authority (DDA), Alpine Bank and the

City of Grand Junction. The total con-
struction cost is estimated at $7.38 million.
The structure will include a user friendly,
one-way design and will be a cast-in-place
design rather than a pre-cast structure.
Cast-in-place construction should result in
lower maintenance costs over the long
term. The four-level structure will provide

approxi-
mately 437
parking
spaces for
employees
of Alpine
Bank, the
City, and
employees

of several other downtown businesses,
along with public spaces for paid parking. 

Construction of the Rood Avenue Parking
Structure is scheduled to start late August,
2006 and be completed by the end of
September, 2007.

DEMOLITION WORK BEGINS IN PREPARATION FOR 
ROOD AVENUE PARKING STRUCTURE 

View from the north (Rood Avenue) side of the Rood Avenue Parking Structure.

LiveWell 06Õ-07Õ is coming!Registration is
August 1- August 31, 2006, and the 13-week
Challenge begins September 1, 2006!  Plan to
join and make the choice to LiveWell!
Recruit your family, friends, co-workers, and
neighbors to join you on the quest to
LiveWell!   

LiveWell is a FREE program that was created
locally to encourage and enable you to
improve your health one choice at a time.  As
a member you will receive a wealth of
resources including:  a local activity guide,
monthly newsletters, healthy tips and recipes,
food and activity logs, a discount card,

bumper magnet, dis-
counts on healthy
activities, and much
more! 
You will receive
points for using

these resources,
making healthy
choices, and
attending healthy
activities.  These
points qualify you for prizes ranging in value
from $50-$5,000! 

Last year, more than 3,500 people joined
LiveWell and learned to make changes in their
every day routines.  Over $18,000 in prizes

was awarded; including a brand new 2006
Suzuki Forenza!  LiveWell 06•-07• promises
to be even bigger and better with youth &
families participating together, more prizes,
new discounts and resources, and an improved
website!  Mark your calendar and bring your

family and friends to the LiveWell
Kick-off Event on August 31, 2006
at the downtown Farmer•s Market.

Call 683-6612 or visit
www.livewell.org for more infor-
mation. 
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